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2021 GRANT RECIPIENTS

The WBA Foundation’s 2021 grant recipients are at the forefront of efforts to reach and serve 
some of the most vulnerable members of our community, individuals who are facing challenges 
ranging from homelessness to domestic violence and workplace discrimination. It is our privilege 
to recognize and honor them through our grant-making process.

Each year, the WBA Foundation recognizes our grantees at our Grant Awards Ceremony, which 
brings together members of the Washington, DC legal community and others to support our 
mission of leveraging the generosity of lawyers and friends to support nonprofits that serve the 
legal and related needs of women and girls in the DC Metropolitan community. Thank you for 
joining us!

Amara Legal Center provides free legal services to individuals whose rights have been violated 
while involved in commercial sex, whether involvement was by coercion, necessity, choice, or 
otherwise, in the DC metropolitan area. Amara’s attorneys are trained in providing trauma-
informed legal services and are devoted to providing comprehensive support, making sure that 
its clients know they are not navigating their cases alone. The WBAF grant will support survivors 
of sex trafficking with civil legal services, including civil protection orders, child custody, divorce, 
sealing and vacating criminal records, and victim-witness advocacy.

Volunteer Needs: 

The Amara Legal Center is in need of pro bono attorneys to take on family law cases, as well as 
volunteers from a diverse range of backgrounds to assist with our fundraising efforts, administrative 
office work, or as a board member. Information: www.amaralegal.org/volunteer.

amaralegal.org



DC KinCare Alliance supports the legal, financial, and related service needs of relative 
caregivers, the majority of whom are women, who step up to raise children in their extended 
families in times of crisis when the children’s parents are not able to care for them. DC KinCare 
Alliance is the only organization in DC focused solely on serving relative caregivers raising DC’s 
at-risk children. The WBAF grant will support the Kincare Legal Defense Project, which provides 
free legal representation to relative caregivers in court and free legal advice in their communities.

Volunteer Needs: 

Pro bono attorneys will co-counsel with DC KinCare Alliance to handle cases representing relative 
caregivers in court; assist DC KinCare Alliance attorneys to conduct relative caregiver legal 
support groups and provide brief legal advice to relative caregiver attendees; and work with 
DC KinCare Alliance attorneys on researching and writing legal memoranda or briefs related to 
kinship caregiving. Contact: Marla Spindel, Executive Director, at marla@dckincare.org.

dckincare.org

The DC Volunteer Lawyers Project addresses the critical shortage of legal assistance for 
low-income people in Washington, DC, especially in cases involving domestic violence. 
The WBAF grant will support HAVEN: Housing Advocacy for Victims, a new initiative within 
DCVLP’s Domestic Violence Program. HAVEN will provide District victims of domestic and 
other gender-based violence, the majority of whom are women, with legal assistance and 
advocacy on victim legal rights in housing, employment, and financial matters. HAVEN’s 
goal is to help victims achieve safety, housing and employment stability, and economic self-
sufficiency.  

...next page



With the help of hundreds of well‐trained volunteer lawyers each year, DCVLP provides 
comprehensive legal services to victims of domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, sexual 
assault, and other forms of gender‐based violence, and to vulnerable children living in dangerous 
situations. Every year, they help 1,500 clients escape violence and move toward safety & stability. 
To volunteer with DCVLP, contact Jennifer Watkins at jwatkins@dcvlp.org.

The 2021 grant to the DC Volunteer Lawyers Project has been designated as the Patricia Gurne 
Memorial Grant. Ms. Gurne, who passed away last year, was a past president of both the 
Women’s Bar Association and the WBA Foundation. To honor her service, we are presenting this 
named grant in 2021.

dcvlp.org

First Shift Justice Project empowers low-income pregnant women and parents to safeguard the 
economic security and health of their families by asserting their workplace rights. By receiving 
advice and representation, working parents are able to assert their rights before they lose their 
positions or before their workplace stress becomes untenable. First Shift helps them safely maintain 
their employment, their health and their family commitments. The WBAF grant will support efforts to 
provide employment-related direct legal services to low-income women in the Washington Metro 
Area. 

Volunteer Needs: 

First Shift is always happy to speak with firms who are interested in co-counseling, taking 
on pro bono cases, or conducting discrete legal research projects. Contact: Laura Brown at 
lbrown@firstshift.org or 240-241-0897.

firstshift.org

Volunteer Needs: 



Legal Counsel for the Elderly champions the dignity and rights of vulnerable DC seniors age 
60 and older by providing free legal help and social work services. The WBAF grant will support 
efforts to assist older low-income residents – the majority of whom are women – obtain hundreds 
of dollars in benefits from DC’s Schedule H Tax Credit via pro bono clinics at area law firms. 
Schedule H provides eligible District residents with a sizable tax credit to help to mitigate the 
extremely high housing costs in D.C. For individuals who do not owe income taxes (such as those 
with only a modest Social Security income), DC writes a check for the Schedule H credit. Low 
income clients can receive up to $1,200 via cash payments, funds that they can use to avoid 
eviction, pay their property taxes, purchase food and medicine, pay off debts, and more. 

Volunteer Needs: 

Legal Counsel for the Elderly has volunteer opportunities for people with legal and non-legal 
backgrounds. DC licensed attorneys can contact LCE at VLP@aarp.org. 

Non-legal opportunities include advocating on behalf of long-term care residents with LCE’s 
Office of the DC Long-Term Care Ombudsman. Contact DCOmbuds@aarp.org. 

Help educate seniors to prevent, detect, and report Medicare abuse and fraud. Contact: 
LCESMP@aarp.org.

Assist seniors with obtaining legal documents, write complaint letters, and more, with LCE’s Self 
Help Office. Contact Ashley Jones at asjones@aarp.org.

aarp.org/LCE



The Network for Victim Recovery of DC empowers victims of crime to achieve survivor 
defined justice through a collaborative continuum of advocacy, case management, and legal 
services. Since its founding in 2012, NVRDC has served over 3,500 crime victims in the District, 
providing holistic case management and legal services for crime victims needing assistance 
regarding civil protection order representation, crime victims’ rights enforcement, and Title IX/
Clery representation for campus crime victims. The WBAF grant will help fund translation costs for 
survivors with low English language proficiency and NVRDC’s Systemic Advocacy Legal Services 
and Pro Bono Program.

Volunteer Needs: 

While we are still working remotely, NVRDC needs volunteers to participate as digital 
survey respondents, to research foundations and corporate grants, and to participate in the 
NVRDC Wishlist challenge. Contact: Jessica Laycock, Engagement & Sustainability Specialist, 
jessica@nvrdc.org.

NVRDC’s Pro Bono Program offers opportunities for attorneys to represent survivors of crime in DC 
in three contexts: Crime Victims’ Rights, Civil Protection Order cases, and during the University-
based on-campus judicial process administered under Title IX. Because NVRDC co-counsels every 
case with our pro bono attorneys, volunteer attorneys determine their level of involvement with 
the case: whether you want to represent a survivor in a CPO trial or do a single, discrete research 
project for a CVR issue in a case. As part of this co-counsel model, all attorneys can be confident 
that emerging issues are addressed in partnership. Our pro bono training for volunteer attorneys 
interested in taking cases are offered on a periodic basis at local law firms that generously host us. 
Contact: Renee Carrico at probono@nvrdc.org. 

nvrdc.org



The Safe Sisters Circle provides free culturally-specific, trauma-informed, and legal holistic 
services to Black women survivors of domestic violence and/or sexual abuse. Rooted in Safe 
Sisters Circle is the belief that there is value in having an organization established for Black women 
and where the majority of service providers and leadership within the organization are also Black 
women. The WBAF grant will support East of the River Women’s Legal Services Project, which 
provides free legal services to Black women survivors of domestic and sexual violence living in 
Wards 7 and 8, specifically civil protection order hearings, family law cases, and victim advocacy 
cases. Safe Sisters Circle will also provide educational workshops and hold listening sessions for 
survivors and advocates living or working in Wards 7 and 8. 

Volunteer Needs: 

The Safe Sisters Circle is looking for young attorneys interested in gaining trial experience to assist 
in representing survivors in Domestic Violence Court Civil Protection Order Hearings. They are also 
looking to build partnerships/pro bono opportunities in our Family Law Cases with local small to 
medium family law firms. Contact: Alana Brown at alana.brown@safesisterscircle.org.

The 2021 grant to Safe Sisters Circle has been designated as the Monica Parham Memorial Grant. 
Ms. Parham, who passed away last year, was a past president of both the Women’s Bar Association 
and the WBA Foundation. To honor her service, we are presenting this named grant in 2021.

safesisterscircle.org



The Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless uses the law to make justice a reality for those 
who struggle with homelessness and poverty. Combining community lawyering and advocacy 
to achieve their clients’ goals, the organization’s staff and network of volunteer attorneys provide 
low barrier, comprehensive legal services at intake sites throughout DC, helping clients to access 
housing, shelter, and life-saving services. The WBAF grant will support the clinic’s representation 
of families participating in DC’s Rapid Rehousing Program, helping them to achieve long-term 
housing stability. More than 90% of these families have been headed by women. 

Volunteer Needs: 

Join Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless’ network of nearly 150 volunteer lawyers and 
paralegals who volunteer with the Legal Assistance Project! LAP volunteers typically meet clients 
at community intake sites located at day centers, dining programs, and medical clinics and assist 
them with a broad range of civil legal issues that pose obstacles to housing stability. During the 
pandemic public health emergency, all intake is conducted by phone. Contact: Kelsey Vaughan, 
Coordinator of Volunteers; Kelsey.vaughan@legalclinic.org.

Become part of a special legal volunteer team to respond to the needs of homeless families 
once the COVID-19 public health emergency ends and the District of Columbia begins 
to terminate subsidies once again. Contact: Kelsey Vaughan, Coordinator of Volunteers; 
Kelsey.vaughan@legalclinic.org.

Help to protect the rights and property of residents living outdoors in DC by joining our 
encampment monitoring team. Volunteers attend the District’s scheduled encampment “clean ups” 
to ensure that the Property Protocol is followed. This is vital in order to protect valuable documents 
and other possession for our unhoused neighbors. Contact: Karen Malovrh, Staff attorney, 
karen.malovrh@legalclinic.org.

legalclinic.org



SILVER

Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP
Ann K. Ford

Vedder Price P.C.

BRONZE

Rachel Hardwick
Ellen Jakovic

Mary Ellen Kleiman

“PAST PRESIDENT” FRIEND

Chandra N. Branham | Hon. Diane Brenneman | Ann Bushmiller
Paulette E. Chapman | Dawn Dalton | Jennifer Duane
Janine D. Harris | Kathleen V. Gunning | Kirra Jarratt

Susan Kovarovics | Bridget Bailey Lipscomb | Nancy A. Long
Martha JP McQuade | Liz Medaglia & Joe Sinnott | Mellie H. Nelson

Consuela Pinto | Diana Savit | Suzanne Reifman
Kirsten Wilkerson | Joanne Young

SUPPORTER

Jessica E. Adler | Rosemarie Longo | Ilene Price 
Alfreda Robinson | Patricia Veech

Thank You to Our Event Sponsors

Whether in-person or virtual, we do not charge for our Grant Awards Ceremony. We rely 
on the support of our sponsors to produce this special evening and provide grant funding to 

organizations supporting the needs of women and girls.



2020-2021 
Board of Directors 

President
Rachel Hardwick
America’s Health Insurance Plans

Vice President 
Kirsten Wilkerson

Treasurer 
Mary Ellen Kleiman
National Association of Chain 
Drug Stores

Assistant Treasurer 
Kerri Castellini
Price Benowitz LLP

Secretary 
Mytrang Nguyen
Legal Services Corporation

Board Members

Latasha Boone
Deloitte Consulting LLP

Chandra Branham  
Advanced Medical Technology 
Association

Amy Conway-Hatcher 
Baker Botts

Dawn Dalton
DC Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence

Erica Dominitz 
Aon 

Ann K. Ford 
DLA Piper

Grace Parke Fremlin 
Barsily International Ltd

Suzanne Reifman  
General Dynamics Corporation

Sarah Surwit 
FTI Consulting

Erica Williams 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Natalia Wilson 
Ain & Bank, P.C.

WBA Board Liaison (ex-officio)
Bridget Bailey Lipscomb
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Grants Committee

Suzanne Reifman (Co-Chair) 
Dawn Dalton (Co-Chair) 
Chandra Branham
Amy Conway-Hatcher 
Erica Dominitz
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Mytrang Nguyen




